CHAPTER   7
'.
The Policy of the Unknown
Power Factors in the Reich
In May 1932 when Papen took over the government of
Germany he was the unknown politician, and at that time
politics in the Reich was likewise a game with the unknown.
In the years 1930 to 1933 no fewer than ten power fac-
tors were at work in Germany, some of them with, and some
against, each other. The difficulty was that the allies of
one day were the bitterest enemies of the next, whilst on
the other hand the most violent opponents became in a
few hours the best of friends.
These ten power factors in Germany were:
The President, Field-Marshal General von Hindenburg.
The Reichswehr, represented by General von Schleicher.
The National Socialists, represented by Hitler and
Strasser.
The German Nationalists, with Hugenberg at their head.
The Social Democrats.
The Provincial Governments, of which Prussia was the
most powerful.
The Catholic Church, represented in Germany by the
Zentrum Party.
The great industrialists.
The great landowners.
The Communists.
If the Government had at least possessed a clear majority,
it could easily have worked the cross-currents to its advan-
tage. But the two parties of the extreme Right and Left,
the National Socialists and the Communists, at that time
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